
London Trophy Finals – 2014

     by Michael Hill
On 22nd June, the finals of the 36th London Trophy were once again held in the elegant surroundings of the Royal Automobile Club in Pall Mall. This LMBA competition is essentially social and, although it is now open to bridge clubs, the social concept is maintained by continuing to restrict teams to no more than one player ranked at national master or higher level and by using aggregate scoring. 
The finals day has three head-to head matches - the final of the London Trophy itself, the play-off for third place between the losing semi-finalists, and the final of the Della-Porta Plate, the competition for first round losers in the London Trophy - played simultaneously using the same boards. The three matches were:

London Trophy final:



Robson’s Rovers vs. Home Office

London Trophy third place play-off: 
Livesey vs. White Horses

Della-Porta Plate final:  


RAC Blue vs. Phoenix

There was a sense of déjà vu as no fewer than three of the teams had been involved in the finals in 2013. Robson’s Rovers were the current holders of the Trophy and RAC the current holders of the Plate, having beaten Home Office last year.
The event started quietly, albeit with a missed opportunity. The first board should have been a cold slam in either major, but every team stopped in game making overtricks. Thereafter, things diverged. 

Board 2 
NS Vul. Dealer East.



( A8



( 10986



( AKQ752



( K

( Q6



( K109542

( K2



( QJ53

( 864


( – 

( J96543


( AQ7



( J73



( A74



( J1093



( 1082

Every East opened 1( and every West responded 1NT. After that, it got messy. Some North players bid 2(, but one passed (!) and one doubled. Where North passed, East bid 2( and eventually settled in 3( after North finally bid his diamonds. Where North doubled, East rebid 2( but showed his heart suit over North’s 3( bid, then passed West’s correction to 3(. Where North had bid 2(, most East players rebid at the 2-level and this generally led to North-South buying the contract in diamonds. The RAC East was made of stronger stuff and rebid 3( over 2(, then raised his partner’s 3( to game, so gaining a game swing.

Board 3 seemed to demonstrate the law of compensation when RAC managed to stop in 3( when game was routine (and slam in either major was in fact unbeatable) and Phoenix bid 4(. However, their declarer had a blind spot and found a way to go down. Curious to have cold slams in either major on two of the first three boards.

There were few other boards of real interest in the first half. Most of the swings were part scores making, versus thin games failing. However, board 9 provided some scope for good play.

Board 9  
EW game. Dealer North. 

( 7



( 10652



( KQJ854



( A9

( 4



( K6532

( AQJ983


( 74

( 76



( A32

( J853


( Q42



( AQJ1098



( K



( 109



( K1076

Several North-South pairs bid and made 4(. It can be defeated but the successful defence is hard to find. An opening lead of a small club from West (or the (Q from East if North is playing the contract) is needed. On any other lead, declarer cannot be prevented from establishing (and reaching) North’s diamond winners, although he may find a way to go down for himself if trumps are not led by electing to ruff the third round of clubs in the North hand. One pair tried 3NT instead (which is defeated by the lead of a small heart) but West chose to lead the (Q and, when East after winning the (K failed to cash the (A, declarer claimed 10 tricks. The real interest came when Robson’s Rovers declared 5( from the North hand. The play of ace and another trump, before or after cashing the (A will hold this to nine tricks, too but, when East led the (7, West won and, not unreasonably, returned the suit. This was all the help declarer needed. He ruffed, forced out the (A (happy to find it in the hand with no more hearts), thereby rectifying the count, took the spade finesse, cashed the (A (discarding a heart), ruffed a spade, cashed the (A and ran the trumps. This was the 3-card ending:

( –


( 10



( 4



( 9

( –



( K

( J



( –
( –



( –
( J8



( Q4



( J



( –


( –


( K10

On the last trump, East had to bare the (Q in order to keep the (K. Dummy’s (J was now discarded and West had the equivalent dilemma. He chose to keep the (J, to prevent declarer scoring the (10, but his club discard meant that dummy’s (K10 took the last two tricks – a perfect double squeeze. 

The final excitement in the first half came from board 10 (see top of next page).
South opened 1( at every table and North had a choice. 1NT, 2( and 2( are all possible and all were found. The Home Office North bid 1NT, then converted his partner’s 2( bid to 2(, where they rested. The Robson’s Rovers North bid 2( which  encouraged South to bid 3NT after North corrected his 2( to 2(. North converted this to 4(.
Board 10  
Game all. Dealer East. 

( 843



( J76



( AJ753



( K5

( K76


( A10

( A2



( 10843

( Q86


( 1094

(109843


( QJ76



( QJ952



( KQ95



( K2



( A2

On the lead of the (10 at both tables, ten tricks were straightforward but this meant a game swing to the Rovers. Curiously, 4( can be beaten if the defence start with hearts as they can get a heart ruff but 3NT is cold because the diamonds break 3-3 with the queen onside. 3NT was bid and made by RAC, whilst, after the Phoenix North simply raised 1( to 2(, they, too languished in the part score for another game swing. 

Board 11 provided further game swings to Robson’s Rovers and RAC. Interestingly, both bid to 3NT which could have been beaten but wasn’t, whilst their opponents bid to 4( which failed because of a 5-0 trump break.

At half time, there were no foregone conclusions. Home Office led by 480 in the main final White Horses were ahead by just 80 in the third place play-off and RAC were the most comfortable, being 1150 ahead in the Plate. 

((((
The second half kicked off with more of a whimper than a bang. On board 13, 3NT was bid at every table, when slam in either clubs or no trumps could be made because of a favourable diamond position (1075 opposite AJ82, with KQ96 onside!). 

However, board 14 raised the excitement level.

Board 14
Love all. Dealer East. 

( KJ10532



( 87432



( 93



( –
( A4



( 76

( K



( J9

( AQ10842

( K765

( 10873


( AKJ65



( Q98



( AQ1065



( J



( Q942

In the main final, both East-West pairs bid to 5( and duly went one-off after the lead of the (A and a spade switch. However, Home Office had doubled that contract, so gained a swing of 50. In the third place play-off, the Livesey North-South were allowed to buy the contract in 4(, easily made, after East opened a slightly off-centre 1NT. However, their other pair bid on to 5( pushing the White Horses North-South to 5(, doubled, on the (A lead. This can be made if declarer guesses to drop the singleton king of trumps but it was not to be and Livesey had a game swing.

Maximum excitement was, however, reserved for the Plate final. The RAC East-West played in 5(, West having bid diamonds before supporting his partner’s clubs and, after the (A lead and a not unreasonable switch to the (J simply cashed (AK, conceded a trick to the (Q and claimed eleven tricks. Their North-South pair, however, took the push to 5( and West led the (10. Declarer ruffed and played a trump to…the ace. Presumably his reasoning was that, if the (K did not fall, he would lead a spade from hand and the defence might fail to cash the (A when in with the (A. Anyway, that was eleven tricks and a double game swing to RAC.

Board 15 was a routine 4(. It was duly bid and made at both tables in the Trophy final but White Horses gained a game swing in the third place play-off and RAC gained one in the plate when their opponents in both cases stopped in a part score. 

Board 16 led to the only big penalty of the day. 

Board 16
EW game. Dealer West. 



( A863



( A102



( A



( K10865

( KQ10


( 752

( KQ43


( 876

( Q1032


( 954

( J4



( Q732



( J94



( J95



( KJ876



( A9

At every table, West opened 1NT and, at five tables, North overcalled 2( which ended the auction. Nine tricks were easily made, although game in spades is also makeable given the favourable lie of the cards. At the sixth table, the Phoenix North chose to double instead. This was passed back to the RAC West who elected to “rescue” himself to 2(. South duly doubled this. The defence lost a trick along the way but the contract was still 3-off for 800 to White Horses. Could this be enough to swing the match back in their favour?

Board 17 generated further swings. 

Board 17
Love all. Dealer North. 



( A73



( KJ52



( 104



( Q1076

( 1086


( J54

( Q864


( A1073

( K53


( 72

( A32


( K985



( KQ92



( 9



( AQJ986



( J4

When Livesey were North-South, they stopped safely in 2(, making an overtrick. However, it was not entirely surprising that, with good intermediates, North-South at the other five tables bid aggressively to the (technically unmakeable) 3NT (played by North four times and South once). Livesey’s joy was short-lived as, at the other table, after a lead of the (5 and a club return, the White Horses declarer could give up the (K and claim nine tricks and a game swing on a successful heart guess. The play and result was similar when Robson’s Rovers and RAC held the North-South cards. When South (for Phoenix) was declarer, West led the (4. The defence failed to cash their winners when in with the (K, so declarer still emerged with ten tricks for no game swing. It was left to the Robson’s Rovers East-West to show what could be done. East led the (4, giving nothing away (and perhaps suggesting that spades were not breaking). When on play with the (K, West switched to a heart, declarer mis-guessed and played the (K and now the defence could and did cash their five tricks for a game swing. 

Things got rather quiet after this. Board 19 was a solid game in no trumps, bid at every table and the next four boards were all part score hands, giving rise to only small swings. Board 24 ended on a flat high (if that isn’t a non-sequitur!) with 6( bid and made at every table. 

Despite this, two of the half-time positions were reversed, only RAC hanging on to their half-time lead. There’s never any certainty in this event!

Results

Trophy:
Robson’s Rovers (Michael Kaye, Terry Chapman, Helen Erichsen, Edward Sunley) beat Home Office (Ravinder Walia, Tony Rawsthorne, Jeff Gill, Peter Jones)  by 150 points 

Third place play-off:
Livesey BC (Philip Watson, Chris Wright, Tom Tomlin, Michael Galgut) beat White Horses (Nick Boss, Michael Glazebrook, Ruth Glazebrook, Claire Robinson) by 1290 points
Plate:
RAC Blue (Bob Bowman, David Glass, Richard Hutchison, Pralab Barua (Andrew and Brigitte Kisiel also played earlier matches)) beat Phoenix (Peter Bentley, Ken White, Graham Clements, Chris Wall (Yola Makatrevicz and Alan Webster also played earlier matches) ) by 1490 points

Pat Brotherston, daughter of Freddie Della-Porta who started this event back in 1978, presented the prizes.
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Left: Plate winners RAC Blue (minus Bob Bowman) with Pat Brotherston and the Della-Porta Plate. 
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Right: Home Office – Trophy runners-up
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